
I was that which others
cared not to be. I went

where others feared to go,
and did what others failed
to do. I asked nothing from

those who gave nothing,
and reluctantly accepted

the thought of eternal
loneliness - should I fail.
I have seen the face of

terror. Felt the chill of fear,
warmed to the touch of

love.
I have hoped, pained and
cried. But, foremost, lived
in times others would say

were best forgotten. At the
very least I will be able to

say with greatest pride that
 I was indeed a soldier.

‘This book is Arthur’s penultimate work.
A brief account  of Arthur’s life which encompasses many of the trials, encounters

and nightmares of his whole career during the war and after.
Not as detailed as some of his other books but a revelation to any ‘boys wanting to
be men’ and a reminder to any ‘men no longer boys’ of a time and times that some

would like to forget but can only remember.’

By Arthur Lane

From orphan to drummer boy,  from proud
soldier to musician to the dead, from

Stockport to Singapore and back.
Arthur Lane expands on his book

‘Empire Soldiers’
with additional material  including his life

after the war which changed it.
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